MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

SUGAR CITY COUNCIL

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2008

Presiding: Mayor Glenn W. Dalling

Meeting Convened at 6:30 p.m.

Prayer:  Mayor Dalling

Pledge of Allegiance

Present:  Mayor Dalling; Sharon L. Bell, Clerk; Janette Clark, Assistant; Councilmembers Harold Harris, Bruce King and Lamont Merrill; Brian Hawkes, Planning & Zoning; Nathan Sunderland, Standard Journal; Gerald Williams and Bill Moss; Williams Engineering; Austin Whaley; Chris Andrews; Corey Andrews; Gavin Kunzler; Shad Whaley; and Corbin Lewis.  Councilmember Brad Orme was excused due to the birth of a new baby son.

The Mayor asked if there were any corrections to the minutes of the regular meeting held on

October 23, 2008.  Each councilmember had a copy of said minutes prior to the meeting. It was moved by Councilmember King and seconded by Councilmember Harris to accept said minutes; motion carried.  

Janette presented the October reconciliation reports for the General Fund.  It was moved by Councilmember Harris and seconded by Councilmember King to accept the October reconciliation reports for the General fund; motion carried.  Janette presented the October reconciliation reports for the Utility Fund.  It was moved by Councilmember King and seconded by Councilmember Merrill to accept the October reconciliation reports for the Utility Fund; motion carried.

Janette presented the current bills in the amount of $54,185.82.  It was moved by Councilmember Harris and seconded by Councilmember Merrill to pay the current bills, together with all regular November bills that have not yet been received; motion carried.

PLANNING & ZONING REPORT:  P&Z Chairman Brian Hawkes addressed the council.  


Brian Turnquist Residence:  Brian reported that Mr. Turnquist met with P&Z and assured the commission that his plan for an apartment has been changed and that he will build a single-family residence.  Previously, the property was marketed as having an apartment, but the building inspector halted work on the project until Mr. Turnquist could come before the P&Z for approval. Sharon was asked to write a letter to Mr. Turnquist requesting that he verify in writing that his building will be a single-family residence and not a duplex or apartment building; also that he will pull the advertisement currently running in the newspaper of the property for sale as “separate quarters,” or change the advertisement to reflect that it is a single-family home.


Barker/Brown Animal Complaint:  Brian reported that a letter of complaint was lodged against Jesse Brown for having goats and chickens on his property.  He was given permission in 2007 after two visits to city hall to make sure it was legal to have the animals on his property.  He also provided the city with letters of support from his nearest neighbors.  In view of some confusion about the legality of the situation and with new ordinances in place, the commission felt he should apply for a special use permit to protect himself and the city.  Brian suggested that the City Council add some language to title 3 concerning farm animals within city limits.


Toscano Power Line:  Symen VanderLinden, representing Toscano, brought before the P&Z Commission a letter stating that Rocky Mountain Power would require some overhead power lines at the southern end of the project.  P&Z had no objection and cited title 8-4-6-D.


Maps:  Brian reported that Randy Johnson of Forsgren Associates brought a transportation map and a city boundary/impact area map for the commission’s review.  A few minor changes were made to the transportation map.  Mr. Johnson will have final copies of it and the land use map available for the commission at their next meeting.  Public hearings for both maps were tentatively scheduled for December 18, 2008.  The mayor was concerned that Forsgren is working on mapping, and he reported that anything beyond Toscano and the Business Park should be discussed with our city engineer.  He will discuss this with Steve Hawkes of the commission, who is over maps; and Brian Hawkes will follow up.


Dog Ordinance:  Councilmember King asked P&Z to review the dog ordinance, which is currently being revised.  The commission felt the only change should be that the definitions for kennels match the definitions in title 9-2 and title 10-2.  Statements of fee amounts will be removed from the dog ordinance and incorporated in a resolution, which Sharon and Marcie are drafting.


Impact Area:  Brian said in view of some recent activities and problems in the impact area, the commission felt that the Idaho Code and recent actions should be reviewed and the City Council should confer with the Madison County commissioners regarding impact area ordinances.  The mayor suggested the matter first go to the city and county planning and zoning commissions for analysis.  If these bodies are unable to solve the issue, the council could take it to the county commission.  Councilmember King reported that AIC Attorney Jerry Mason confirmed in an e-mail that counties have jurisdiction in city impact areas, since these areas are within county boundaries but outside city boundaries.  City ordinances pertaining to impact areas are enforcable only if counties adopt them by ordinance.


Title 10:  Brian reported that title 10 would be discussed and finalized at P&Z’s next meeting, with a public hearing tentatively scheduled for December 18.

BILL MOSS, WILLIAMS ENGINEERING:  Bill Moss of Williams Engineering accompanied Gerald Williams, owner of the company, who presented a slide show on the services his firm provides.  Gerald said the company is competent and thorough in all it undertakes.  Each councilmember and the mayor were given copies of a bound brochure regarding Williams’ services.

STORAGE UNITS IN IMPACT AREA (Grand Teton Business Park and Storage): Bill Moss reported that Verlynn Dees of Grand Teton Business Park and Storage asked him to attend this meeting.  Base fees for sewer service were discussed.  Mr. Moss reported that there are seven little offices in the storage park, each of which has a toilet and sink.  The office on the south end has a front office and an apartment that includes a kitchen, bathroom, etc.  The owners need to install a meter on the water line so that the city knows how much to charge for the sewer treatment fee.  Bill said it would be metered as a whole line. The mayor assigned Councilmember Merrill to review this matter and recommend on how to bill their monthly sewer use at the next meeting.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:


COUNCILMEMBER HARRIS:  Harold reported we couldn’t do anything with the city streets until spring.



Bridge in Business Park:  Crews are installing a precast bridge over the canal on the north side of the business park.  The sewer line on the northeast corner of the business park will be repaired in the spring before subwater emerges, after which crews can finish paving the street in the park and then pave the street to the bridge.


COUNCILMEMBER KING:  


Capital for a Day Event: Bruce expressed thanks to Mayor Dalling, Harold Harris and city staff for planning and implementing a successful reception of Gov. Butch Otter and his staff.  Councilmember King joined city officials in expressing appreciation for the able assistance of School District Superintendent Alan Dunn and other education officials in making the event a success. The mayor reported the city has thanked school officials and everyone else involved.



Title 1:  Bruce reported he finished title 1 and submitted it to P&Z Commissioner Vaun Waddell for review.  Bruce will send the finished title to the mayor and council for comment prior to setting a public hearing.

COUNCILMEMBER MERRILL: 



New Sewer Line:  Lamont reported that he talked with John Millar about the proposed new city sewer line.  The mayor reported that Mr. Millar called a meeting of the mayors to suggest the sewer line run along U.S. Highway 20.  John proposes that sewage from the Harris and Ball properties feed into the line on 2nd East and that everything else, except the south side of Sugar City, go through the new line.  He said everything on the west side of 2nd East will drain into the new line as well as anything that comes south under the freeway.  John proposed that Sugar City cover the total cost of the line to 2nd East and that Rexburg cover the total cost from there to the treatment plant in Rexburg.



Toscano:  Lamont feels the city should go after Toscano for the balance owed on their building permits.  He said they are holding up money on framers.  He was also concerned about inspections and problems with building elevations.

MAYOR’S BUSINESS:


Community Profile:  The mayor presented to the council copies of the community profile, which has been finished.  He also presented copies of the profile to the governor and his party on October 31.  Copies were presented to P&Z last week.

The mayor entertained a motion to go into executive session.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
8:30 p.m.
It was moved by Councilmember King and seconded by Councilmember Harris pursuant to Idaho Code 67-2345(1)(b), that we move into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  The mayor called for a roll call vote:


Those voting aye:  Councilmembers Harris, King and Merrill


Those voting nay:  None

Thereupon the mayor declared the motion passed.

Discussion during executive session was on personnel matters.

8:55 p.m.
The executive session ended and the regular council meeting reconvened.


Christmas Party:  The mayor reminded the council of the Christmas party for city officials, employees and spouses on Thursday, December 4, at 6 p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Signed:                                                                          Attested:__________________________ 

            Glenn W. Dalling, Mayor                                                  Sharon L. Bell, Clerk
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