MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

SUGAR CITY COUNCIL

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2008

Presiding: Mayor Glenn W. Dalling

Meeting Convened at 6:30 p.m.

Prayer:  Bruce King

Pledge of Allegiance

Present:  Mayor Dalling; Sharon L. Bell, Clerk; Marcie A. Smith, Treasurer; Councilmembers Bruce King, Brad Orme and Lamont Merrill; Brian Hawkes, Planning & Zoning; Nathan Sunderland, Standard Journal; Thomas Mecham; Dan Mecham; Clair Boyle; and Natalie Bagley. Councilmember Harold Harris was excused.

The Mayor asked if there were any corrections to the minutes of the regular meeting held on

November 13, 2008.  Each councilmember had a copy of said minutes prior to the meeting. It was moved by Councilmember Merrill and seconded by Councilmember King to accept said minutes; motion carried.  

Marcie presented the November reconciliation reports for the General Fund.  It was moved by Councilmember Orme and seconded by Councilmember Merrill to accept the November reconciliation reports for the General fund; motion carried.  Marcie presented the November reconciliation reports for the Utility Fund.  It was moved by Councilmember King and seconded by Councilmember Orme to accept the November reconciliation reports for the Utility Fund; motion carried.

Marcie presented the current bills in the amount of $247,214.21.  It was moved by Councilmember King and seconded by Councilmember Merrill to pay the current bills, together with all regular December bills that have not yet been received, subject to Harold Harris’s approval of the building inspection fees; motion carried.

PLANNING & ZONING REPORT:  P&Z Chairman Brian Hawkes addressed the council.  


Four items to be taken to public hearing on 12-18-08:  



Proposed Comprehensive Plan Transportation Map:  Brian said P&Z added streets in Old Farm Estates and Toscano to the map and also added city streets actually in place now.  The mayor felt this transportation map is premature, since a transportation study is being conducted by Forsgren.  Brian stated the map is required by the comprehensive plan, and it is a plan for future roads.



Proposed Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map:  Brian said this map also is required for the comprehensive plan.



Title 10 revision/additions:  Some of the changes are to hold a public hearing on a preliminary plat to provide an opportunity for public input.  P&Z redefined the definition of pawn shop and of adult entertainment business, provided specifics on curbing to make it uniform within the city, and added sunset clauses.  Brian discussed other revisions and changes relating to subdivision regulations.



Title 9 revision/additions:  Brian discussed changes and additions to title 9 (zoning regulations).  P&Z would like to vary lot sizes in neighborhoods.  Commissioners created chapter 15 on adult entertainment/sexually oriented businesses, establishing where they can be built and what guidelines they are to follow.



Barker/Brown Animal Issue: Brian reported that P&Z discussed the Barker/Brown animal issue.  The discussion centered on the definition of agricultural use and on the grandfather clause.  It was determined that there is no agricultural use involved and that therefore the use falls under the grandfather clause, with no special use permit required.  The Browns had letters from their neighbors saying it was okay to go ahead with acquiring goats and chickens.  Brian said we should probably address this in city code, so this case won’t be cited as a binding precedent.  Councilmember King was invited to draft some regulations on other animals/birds, other than canines, for inclusion in the code.



Old Farm Estates:  P&Z felt that when Old Farm Estates came for final plat approval, they had a master plan that had changed when they drafted their development agreement.  The park had been moved to a different location.  P&Z would like phase 2 to include specifics about the park and to get the master plan reapproved.



P&Z Commission Expiring Terms:  Brian reported that the terms of three P&Z commissioners will expire on December 31, 2008.

DISCUSSION OF “PEDDLER, SOLICITOR, TRANSIENT AND ITINERANT MERCHANT” LICENSES:  City Clerk Sharon L. Bell reported that Ordinance No. 151 dated February 1985 prohibits solicitors, peddlers, etc. from soliciting citizens at their private residences in Sugar City.  This ordinance has never been repealed or amended.  In July 1992, the City Council passed Ordinance No. 179, which regulated businesses within the city.  It provided in Section 19 that changes or amendments may be made by formal written resolution of the City Council.  In June 1997, the council passed Resolution 97-3, which amended Section 19 of Ordinance No. 179 to provide that a separate category entitled “Peddler, Solicitor, Transient and Itinerant Merchant” be added.  Discussion was had and it was decided to make this an agenda item for the city council meeting on January 8, 2009.  Sharon suggested we need to decide which ordinance to use and repeal the other one. Also, we need to decide if the fee is per peddler/solicitor or per peddler/solicitor organization.  The mayor asked Sharon to send copies of the two ordinances and the resolution to the council.

DISCUSSION OF DOG ORDINANCE:  Councilmember King said the dog ordinance has been reviewed by P&Z and, in his mind, is ready for public hearing.  He asked the council for recommendations and received some. He will incorporate the suggested modifications in the dog ordinance and return a revised copy to the mayor, council and staff for final consideration.

BUSINESS PARK: Clair Boyle, executive director of Madison Economic Partners, addressed the council.  He said he has received lots of inquiries about the business park.  He would like to take advantage of this soon due to the uncertain economy.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:


COUNCILMEMBER HARRIS:  



Business Park:  In Harold’s absence, the mayor reported there have been two change orders in the Business Park, which have resulted in about $80,000 in additional expenses. One entails the installation of fiber optic lines for Internet service throughout the park.  Right now the Development Company is covering the additional expenses.  Harold said we need to provide an access on the north side of the park, so we are installing a bridge.  The precast bridge, which is made by AMCOR, is complete.  Crews hope to start laying footings for the new bridge next Tuesday.  The city agreed to let Edstrom Construction have until spring to place the sewer line.  In return for that extension, they have agreed to provide their heavy crane at no charge to set the bridge.


COUNCILMEMBER ORME:  No report.


COUNCILMEMBER KING:  Bruce proposed renaming title 2 “Behavior and Practices” and title 3 “Business Licenses” and reorganizing content in the titles.  He and Vaun Waddell recommend these changes to simplify our code and to bring similar topics together under more logical headings.  Bruce will work on the proposed changes and get back to the council.


COUNCILMEMBER MERRILL: 



Grand Teton Storage Units (Verlynn Dees):  Lamont reported on his assignment regarding the storage units.  He discovered that someone required that the business owner install seven water meters.  His assignment was how to bill them for the sewer.  Mr. Dees furnished his own meters, which were the wrong ones that cannot be read by the city’s meter reader.  The meters have to be changed if the city is to read them.  He talked to Mr. Dees, Bill Moss and Zane Baler.  We have a few options.  One is to put in a two-inch meter and replace each of the seven meters.  Lamont recommends taking out the wrong meters and putting the money toward one two-inch meter.  We would then establish a monthly fee to bill him – a base fee of $16.38 per month and a volume fee.  Once he rents the units out, the base rate will be charged to each unit or office.  Zane feels we should replace – at our expense – the sewer meters with correct ones that can be read by the city.



Main Pump Station:  Lamont reported the bearing of our main water pump has failed after having considerable work performed on it last year.  He feels Pump Tech should warranty last year’s work, since they said the pump should last 17 years.



Pump House and Wells:  Zane is trying to work out a solution on how to fill the storage tank from the two auxiliary pumps.  At present, they only fill city water lines.  He will contact an engineer to see if it is feasible to reroute piping in the main pump house.  We previously thought the two pumps would fill the big tank and thus keep city water pressure up, but they just fill city water lines.  Lamont said this would be an expense to the city.

The mayor entertained a motion to go into executive session.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
9:00 p.m.
It was moved by Councilmember King and seconded by Councilmember Merrill, pursuant to Idaho Code 67-2345(1)(b), that we move into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  The mayor called for a roll call vote:


Those voting aye:  Councilmembers King, Orme and Merrill


Those voting nay:  None

Thereupon the mayor declared the motion passed.

Discussion during executive session was on personnel matters.

9:25 p.m.
The executive session ended and the regular council meeting reconvened.

MAYOR’S BUSINESS:


Old Farm Estates:  The mayor reported Attorney Adam Dunn has finalized the “Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions for Old Farm Estates,” which is ready to send to our attorney.

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Signed:                                                                          Attested:__________________________ 

            Glenn W. Dalling, Mayor                                                  Sharon L. Bell, Clerk
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